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CAVING MFET. NOVEMBRER 16-17, ERNIE PHILLITE

This Meet resulted in a magnificent turn-out of Club members; five of us
moved into Derbyshire on the Saturdey morning, and a further straggler was roped
in on Sunday. It is difisulb to decide whwhter this was due to general
apathy, or a result of the iival meet in the Chiltern Hills organised by
certain characters who shalli bo naveless. HNo doubt the latter function had a
much better attendance due to the lavish supplies of liquid refreshment available,

We went out via Matlock, where we had a look at a place that I had noticed
before, but never investigated. It lcd into an extensive underground system
from what appeared to be a man=made entrance ( Ahl The Municipal Conveniences!
- Ed.) and there were signs of the removal of considerable quantities of fluor-
spar. Romni found a nice caleite erystal, and I saw the first lecad vein I
have ever seen in spite of the fact that I have looked into quite a number of

old lead mines on other occasions,

From here we moved on to Snitterton and walked up the wooded gorge on the
far side of the valley., This is quite an interosting foature in itself, with
limestone eliffs which might form the basis of a future whack-and-dangle
expedition, and in addition about seven cave entrances which we intend to
investigate later on. By this tine the shades of night were falling and we
moved off towards Brassington and Rainster, wherc we camped at the usual place.
The cows seemed to have been unusually generous and it was with some difficulty

that we found clear spaccs to camp,

After a rapild trough we were away to the Gate, where quantities of Owd
Roger and other similar foods were consumed, until we were eventually kicked
outs After an abertive attempt to procure more solid nourishment at the local
fish-and-chips emporium, we finally had to make our way over to Wirksworth
where we managed to satiate ourselves, and so back to the camp site.

The Hooleys had triumphantly produced two lilos recently acquired from
the Allen menage, but in spite.of repeanted warnings that the pressure required
is rather critical it seems that something must have been a trifle wrong.
Margaret had nightmares and woke up shouting, "Where am I ?" while Chuck
dreamt he was on a ship and was-nearly sea=sick.

Davn eventually broke, or perhaps one should say gently cracked, and we
struck camp and procecded: towards: the Manifold having collected J. Norman
Millward en route. It was a great wrench to pass the George at Alstonfield
ten minuteg before opening time on a Sunday lunch-time, but duty called and
Ronni and I went down to Weags Bridge to sce if any Sundays-only members had
turned up. The place wns completely deserted however, and we felt quite
Justified in joining the others at the George.

Strangely enough we left voluntarily before closing time with a much more
benevolent cutlook on the world im general, and travelled back towards Matlock.
This volte face was brought about by the tales Nobby had becn telling of the
vast und erground systems he had discovered in the Heights of Abraham when a
callow youth, he having been a resident in the Jewel of Derbyshire at the time.
It seems that his memory is not ms sharp as he thought, because he now finds
that he .is unable to stand upright in places that had seemed of gigantic

—
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Proporti?ns when he made his previous visits, However we found one or two
interesting places which we shall have to look into further when the opport=
unity presents itself, ]

Nobby acted as our guide and mentor to seve#al other interesting features
in the locality, which it would probably be rather indiscreet to mention here
but the gight of steaming hot water issuing from the living rock was rather ’
as?onishlng, and with the possibility of it being the waste from the local
§11pper bath already excluded, gives one to wonder precisely where it does
indeed come from,

c0o

DERBYSHIRE WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 30~DECEMBER 1, JIM KERSHAW
Four Nottingham Oreads gathered in Ieek late on Saturda

ay afternoon havin
arrived by public transport %"I@-dear, the frightful people one meets on buseg
nowadays = the car is off the road at the moment, you know"). The four of us,.
Geoff Haycs, Roger and Beryl Turner and nyself, whiled away the time before the
;zsiznlbof the zgli:h gp:cinl to Blackshaw Moor Camp ir a loeal juke=box joint,
, € been unable to determine how a fine-voiced Leek citize had
get himself into such a condition at 5=45 p.ne TR g

Leaving the bus at the Three Horseshoes wo climbod steadi
; - ) T ily towards the
moonlit jagged skyline of the Roches, wreathed in mist under a frosty sky.
Tents were pitched at Golds farm in a bitter N.E. wind, and the evening was
spent in the barn talking and brewing up. [

The night was as cold as it had promised to be, fo
morning whie? didn't turn into the usgal wet Sunday’aftiiggig.by %tfigg Szﬁzay
gut of the wind, and Geoff Hayes led the Pedestal Route, Spiral Staircase and
lack and Tan, older members of the party leaving their bath~chajirs and crutches
at the battom of the elimb to place a scenile hand and gouty foot on the rock.

Tents were packed ot 2 pem, and we followod the ridge of the Roches for
Some way, descen@ing to the Dane via Blackbrook. Three Shire Heads was reached
gcross country with an interesting diversion in the river, and the site of
«C.Ce roadman's s?eltor ( Five 1nns, '5, = see Gibsonian folklore ) pointed
;ut. A. lano running along a somewhat rusty strean was followed to Orchard
arm and a track past some old mine-shafts led on to Axe Edgee

- The sky was cloudless. We watched the sun'sink behind Orchard Farm,
zhegiao: gidg: Eﬁ lowiveldt—like hills silhouetted by the warm smoky glow of
s aylight. n the East the moon had ri faintly i i
BEEH £ e Phbn A a sen, faintly illuminating our

It wwas one of the finest December d
C ays I can remember. For the rest, we
g;; the IMottingham Uh%versity M. C. returning fron Castle Naze and were ki;dly
ered aseats to Nottingham, o pleasant hour being spent in a pub between
Ashbournse and Derby,
==000




BRIAIl COCKT

Fews items concerning mountaineering
technigres and equipment.

When using a snaplink in eoniunction with a slin as a running be i
18 preferable to arrange the liawc with the gate hingegbelow the opgninéaz;tzﬁ
and to$ke§p the gate side awny from the rock, so that in the event of a fall &
the gate is no? oponed by side pressure against a rock projection, and in thé
evens of the link opening cut, the testh of the gate tend to cut through the
sling and not through the climbing rope.

It is now considered rather unsafo to lead on u lon "aedium" ropo, becau
o? the susceptibility of nylon fibres %o being cutb tﬁrough easily onpséngp .
piscos of rocks A well-known maker of nylon rope recommends in a booklet on
climbing sa?ety that "extra full weight" should be used. Very gcod business
=~ if all climbers could afford it, and wished to c¢linb on such heavy rope
The majority will agrec that "full" is tho ideal weight and stfength. :

Some clinmbers, knowing thut there is plenty of 1ife loft -ot i ed
"medium" nylon ropes, have c¢limbed on two genctﬁs oflihitfb_FAéizniigggvéie?ld
(1) in the event of cncountering any artificial pitches the second rope is ’
already available; (ii) in the event of a fall - leader has a second chance if
one rope breaks or is cut, ond (iil) ‘o protect himself after an initial
traverse the leader can use onc of the ropes on a rumning belay before tackling
a vertical pitch. From the top of the vertical pitch he haa the second répe
fre? to protect his second mon cn the traverse., The disadvantages are fairl
obvious: there is twice as much troublesome rope to look after. Try being 4
middle man on a double rope syrten, oven if it's limited to the two leadins
climbers. Thero is also the danger, in the event of a fall, of nylen runzing
on nylon, especially if one rope is appreciably longer than the other.

Prior to the use of running belay
1y8 ard even nowadays leaders gonerall

seem to push the rope reund to their backs out of the wz}, regardlgss o% ¥
whothor it would be an advantage or & disadvantage in the event of a fall,
?hen using running belays however, it appears to be safer to keep the rcpe in
bzgit.th It a laager fall; in o runner airectly beluw with the rope at his

3 ore 1s a danger of tho tightening rope furning the 1 8
and bashing his head.againgt the 1rock, 3 T3 eadér JRRED S

Eric (Byne ? - Ed.), Geoff Hayes and I 7id a climb on a & itstone

ﬁandstone crag near Amvergate (Grid ref. 346532), which migh%rbc ésglegr

Chasecliff", a 40nf@4 buttress which has at least this one good route up the
middle. ' The Aifficulty is %o reach and establish oneself in an isclated
crack and corner a third of the way up; then one follows a pleasant upward
traversg to ‘the rlght until an eesy 15-t. slab is reached, leading to the top.
Geoff did tpe leading; I thought it was quite Severe, and would be intercsted
to know if_lt has been done before. There is not much further scope on the
crag, but it is worth a visit on a summer ovening if you want something fresh
A pleasant situation overlooking the Derwent to Shining Cliff woods, )

( It is not intended to run this colurm as a re
- ( run gular series, but if vou
have any suitable itens, pleasc send them tc the usucl address.), ¥
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CORRESPONDENCE

The following is a letter to the Club, -and does not necessarily express
the views of the Committec; it does express the views of a considerable group

of members.

A point has now been reached where further discussion, negotiaticn or

search is pointless unless there is an immediate response for a loan (in
connection with a new hut). The North Wales district hus been scoured several
times, many houses and buildings have been investigated and owners interviewed.
Our need for a Club hut has been made known in any quarter where it was felt

to be profitable, All with little success. The result is that it is now
congidered that the immediate purchase of a houso cr suitable building is the
only solution, and that ronting or leasing is impracticablo., One house is
under consideration; that is by tha church in Cwm Pennant, the probable price

being in the regicn of £500.

"However, obviously no approcch can be made to the owmer without some=
thing in the kitty, and it is inperative that this is done in the immediate
future, for two rensons. First, the owner is undecided whether to sell or
retain the house for renting tc visitors on a weekly basis, and second, when
the nuclear power station project (at Trawsfynnydd) gets under way all the
available accommodation will be absorbed and a demend created which will place

prices beyond our reach.

"The Club membership excesds 90, and even allowing for disinterested
menbers and those abroad and in H.M. Forces the average loan required is only
£7 - £10. Consider. For a loan of £7 = £10 you can secure permanently a
place in the hills, It would cost this amocunt to rent a house or even a
caravan for one week in high summer, and you mest certainly wouldn't get it
backe A very few visits would repay you for the inconvenience of the loan.
The actual terms of the repayment will be made clear by the Cormittee if any

actual progress is nadec.

"In ny opinion if the appeal is unsuccessful any further with regard to
the hut would be fruitless, :

"If anyone knows or can find a suitable place where the owner will come
to terms, please cone forward at cnces, The furniturc from ByW can be

transported there."
L. d. Burns, Hon. Treasurer.

o0o

SITUATION VACANT: TYPIST REQUIRED to cut stencils for Newsletters. Peggy
Urmston, who has been doing this job for many months now, is no longer able
to take it on.s The Editor doesn't mind doing it once in a while (as this
month ) but won't do it rogularly. Plcase send details of age, experience
and vital statistics with o copy of a recent photograph to the Hon. Ed.,

D. C. Cullum, 4 Longnor Road, Hazel Grove, Cheshire.

o0o




CHAPTERS FROM AN OREAD JOURNAL = T

ADVENTURES ON A NEEDIE (Conelusion)

Nine or ten feet obliquely above there was a piton. This must have been
the place tbat C. F, Meade mentioned in his book,"Approach to the Hills", where
Pierre Blanc stood on his shoulders so that he could reach out sideways to the
right; and higher over the thousand-foot precipice the very spot where an
Austrian Professor of Gymnastics, after surmounting the overhang and driving
in pitons, found his strength failing, lost hold, slipped backwards, the sudden
jerk snapping the rope, and was dashed to pieces at the foot of the nountain.
The leader's ruminations about the route werc suddenly intorrupted by a loud
clap of thunder. The party had had their faces so glued to the rocks that
that they had failed tc notice thunder clouds coming up the valley. We shed
the pitons, karabiners and piton hammer, placcd then under o distant overhang
and retired to erouch under another overhang tc await rosults. There was not
long to wait. The heavens opened with a deluge of rain which soon turned to
snow, the thunder became incessant, reverberating from wall to wall of the
precipitous peaks around. ILightning zig-zagged down adjoining pinnacles
with vivid blue flames. It was a nost impressive sight from an impressive
positiony we were right among the storms It was well over an hour before the
storn ceased and wo were able to creep from underneath the overhang and retrieve
our equipment. Tine was getting ong the party were o little while abcut the
gills and said, "Let's get off this terrible placel" 'The leader thought that
if only we could surmount the remaining 150 feet we should be out of the wood,
He rather half-heartedly prospecbed the opposite side of the terrace, all very
exposed and not hopefuls To add to the difficulties a thick fog was now -
developing., Visibility became only a few yards, so reluctantly a sling was
nade with spare rope carried for that purpose and an abseil started dowm the
chimey, the sling being conveniently affixed to a suitable bollard., ILater
ringed pitons offored thenselves and whenever they were located they were
made use ofs We groped our way along the County Highway, abseiled dowm
further chimmeys and nade our way towards what we hoped would be the final
abseil point, but in the fog it was an hour bofore we found the cairne placed
in the morning and made our last two abssils,

CYRIL MACHIN

The next chapter starts. a2 scason later. The Party are on the Sun Hytel
Terrace studying notes for the final 150 feet. TFrom the overhang on the .
S. W, edge a traverse 1s made to the North Wall by Gobari's Terrace. This
traverse goes outwards, upwards and across a wall to the edge of all things,
(Thread belay), followed by a crawl alcng a narrow, sloping shelf over as
sheer a drop as any seeker after the sensational could wish to experience.
Then one lowers oneself on to some fectholds and in spread eagle fashion edges
round a corner on to the appalling North Wall, Ve are now on the Terrazzino
delle Re Belgio, which is left by a very exposed traverse to the beginning of
the famous Gabari Wall, the last difficult part cf the c¢limb. The route
goes upward by a cleft Diedre or cpen groove, oxtremely exposed cn small holds,
five pitons in position and a sling being used to safeguard the leader., Then
the rocks become easier and the leader is scon stenping on to the spacious
square top of the Campanile.

The other two members of the party were soon brought up and we lay down
to bask in the sunand rest our jaded nerves. It was a glorious day., The
views were magnificent, the breath-taking towers and walls of the nearby

i

e

Dolomites, and in the distance, over green valleys and forests, ranges of snow=
covered mountains. There was still, however, one problem left - having got up
how to get down ? Peering over the sides of the Campinile, everywhere there ’
were vertical walls dropping down into space a thousand feet or more. The
ringed piton mentioned in the notes for the first abseil could not be located,
So a sling was made and hitched around a convenient bollard, the two 120-f%t.
climbing ropes were joined together and threaded through the sling, and the
first abseil commenced. About 20 feet down the piton was noticed; we were on
the route off, The abseil became interesting. For the next 100 feet it was
frec, and as the climber twisted slowly round ho would first have a close view
of the wall, just beyond reach of his feet, then a nomsnt later an uninterrupted

view of the valley thousands of fcet below, and in the distance the snow=-

covered mountains, The landing was a nice pulnit with a piton to hanz on to
and a ring piton at base level to thread the abseil rope fcr the next arop. .
There are eleven abseils beforc the ridge is reached. The Camparile is the
type of modern rock pinnacle which is climbed out of sheer love of adventure

and for the sake of experisncing the delisht of overcor an
difficulties., o v ght of overconing great physical

cOo

AN ANTHOLOGY OF OREAD VERSE - IT

MOUNTAIN NIGHT

Frost-dusted, crystal-crusted

Snow, glistning white;

Sof't=glowing heaven=light;

Silver-silken cloud-fleeces

Stillness; peace.

Buttress and pimnacle, ice-llack, upward-leaping;
Blacker slopes beneath them, dowmward stceping
Into jowelled, jet-black depths;

Above the silent height,

Stars, firc-bright,

Set in the satin-smooth sable sky,

Canopy of night,

Winking, = million angel's-cyes;

Darkness;

Starkness;

Paradise,

D.C.C.
o0o

Ruth Welbourn sends a cutting fronm the "Scottish Sunday Post" of a wee
two ago, which describes the ordeal of one Sarmy McNeill, wﬁo volunteercd tg .
carry a supply of coal up to the C.I.C. Hut on Nevis., As Ruth points out
this should provide food for thought for those members who complain of the
inaccessibility of present and future Orcad huts}

oo
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MW BIOOD UnplesSant storics have been circulating recently whose general
burden is that more than one newcomer has been turned away from
the Oread by the lack of welcome he has received; by the fact that members
were so engrossed in their own little cliques that he could find no~one to
climb withe If these storics are true ( which I hope is not the case )
they reveal a very shameful state of affairs indced, and one which would have
been irconceivable two or thres years ago. The Cread has always in the past
opened its heart to strangers; it was in fact its remarkable fecling of
camaraderic that attracted me to it, and I am certain that that goes for a
lot of other members toos One of the most valuable contributions which
small clubs like ours have to offer to mountaineering is to provide a training
ground for aspiring climbers, who are, at the beginning of their clinbing
carecrs, ineligible for membership of the seniocr clubs., Such youngsters are
the next generation of mountaineers and the noxt generation of Orsads will be
drawn from their ranks. If thore is nc welcome for them in the Club, there
will not be a next generation. It is as simple as that, = Anyone who cold-
shoulders a keen young novice ig damaging both his sport and his c¢lubs 1In
this season of goodwill we should every one of us resclve to see that no
neweomer is made to feel "out of itt. If you arc the type of person who
does not want to mix with others of similar interests and is not willing to
tie a novice on his rope cnce in a while, you should never have joined this
Club, for it is of no use to you, And what is mcre, you are of no use to it.

: DnG.C.

o0o
The Editor wishes you a very Merry Christmas and hopes that you will
enjoy reading this Newslettor se mch that you will be noved to sond a
contribution to the next issue, even if it's only a couple of lincs.

ofo

Ronni and Ernie Phillips, Printers and Publishers of this august
Jeurnal hope that Members and other readers will enjoy the best Christmas
ever, with unlimited supplies of Wine, Wemen (or Men), and Seng, followed
by a bright and prespersus New Year and a new Hut to go with it.

Saper  femmm



